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2 Little Sausages 

Objectives:  I can- 
-Create movement to portray a poem 
-Read and perform quarter notes, rests, and eighth notes 
-Identify rhythms, and the form of a piece of music 
-Improvise a four or eight beat phrase using assigned text or notes 
 

Two little sausages frying in a pan.  One went SIZZLE!   
One went BAM! 

 
1. Students act out what it would be like to be a sausage sizzling in a pan while the 
teacher recites the poem.  When the word BAM is recited, the teacher plays a sound on 
the drum & students freeze into a low shape. 

2. Teacher reads the poem again, students recite the word SIZZLE with a high pitched 
"sizzly" voice, and BAM with a low pitched, accented voice while simultaneously 
creating a high sizzling movement, and a low accented bam shape with their bodies.   

3. Enact a story with Leroy Anderson’s “Syncopated Clock.”  ( from the Orff Schulwerk 
Reverberations several years ago-by Diane Sabourin, NY-used with permission)   

0-:33         Recite poem & act it out 4x (add a little syncopation to go with the music) 
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:34-:48      Pretend to be the parent & cook some breakfast (it’s morning!) 
:49-1:03    Recite Poem 2x 
1:03-1:11  March upstairs to get the “kids” up 
1:11-1:14  Shake finger and say “Out of bed,”  “out of Bed” (short interlude) 
1:14-1:22  Kids cross arms and say “No, I won’t, no I won’t” (short interlude) 
1:23-1:36  Repeat as in 1:12-1:22 
1:37-1:43  Head downstairs 
1:44-1:56  Recite poem 2x 
1:58          Recite poem 1 last time; spacing it to the rhythm of the music 
2:15          OH NO!  (Jump up) 
 
4. While saying the poem, students pat the rhythm of the text on their legs, and choose 

appropriate bp for “sizzle” and “bam.”  Transfer to unpitched percussion. 

5. Clap each word (Sizzle & Bam only) 4 times then clap and count the corresponding 
rhythm using your preferred method of counting notes.  

6. As a class, create a rhythmic pattern using the words “Sizzle” & “Bam.”  Clap and 
say, then play your pattern 4 times on your chosen instruments.  Create a class 
composition with the Poem acting as the A section, and the class composition in 
between each repetition of the poem.  The class may choose to perform AB or ABA 
form. 

7. Students improvise their own rhythm which creates solos in between repetitions of 
the poem.  (Rubric below for possible assessment) 

 
Phrasing 4 3 2 1 

  
  
  

Student used proper 
number of beats with 
an ending that 
sounded final. 

Student used the proper 
number of beats with a 
good ending. 
  

Student used proper 
number of     beats in 
their phrase. 
  

Student is unsure of 
phrase length. 
  

Rhythm 4 3 2 1 
  
  
  
  

Student used 
required rhythms 
accurately and 
creatively.  
Student maintained 
steady beat. 
  

Student used required 
rhythms 
accurately.  Beat was 
steady. 
  
  

Student used required 
rhythms.   
Beat was mostly 
steady. 
  
  

Student is 
developing  
rhythmic accuracy. 
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“I Don’t Care if the Rain Comes Down”  
Objectives for I Don’t Care if the Rain comes Down:   I can- 
-Improvise an 8 beat rhythm containing eighth-sixteenth combinations and sixteenth 
notes. 
-Identify fa aurally and on mallet instruments 
-Identify eighth-sixteenth word rhythms as long/short-short or short-short/long 
-Read G-E on the staff 
-Play G-E on recorder 
 

Huckleberry pie, Huckleberry pie.  If I don’t get some I think I’ll cry! 
  
1. Recite the poem together while patting beat 1 and clapping beat 2.  Pat the rhythm of 
the words and discuss the rhythm of “huckleberry.”  Pat and recite the rhythm of the 
words, repeat by reading the rhythm using your favorite rhythm syllables for 
“huckleberry pie.” 
 
2. Repeat the same process for “strawberry.”  Determine where the long sound is 
located, and that there are 2 short sounds following the long sound.  Note that there are 
3 sounds spread over the beat, but that they are not the same length.  Sit in a circle-tap 
the floor on beat one and knees on beat two.   

Pass a large plastic piece of fruit or pie around the circle to the beat while saying 
the poem (pick up the fruit on beat 1 and pass on beat 2).  The student with the fruit at 
the end of the second recitation of the poem names a new kind of pie.  The class will 
clap the pie and determine the number of sounds, and the rhythm of the pie.  That pie 
becomes the new pie for the next round of the game. Continue this process, putting 
names of pies underneath rhythms on the board:  (ti ti ta, ti-ri-ti-ri ta, long-short short ta, 
short-short-long ta)  Use icons for the eighth-sixteenth combinations of rhythms. 
 
3. Sing the melody of “I Don’t Care if the Rain Comes Down” while students pat the beat 
and listen for the sixteenths and long/short-short rhythm.   
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     -Students pat the words that have the same rhythm as the sixteenth notes and 
“strawberry” (long/short-short).  Choose the correct rhythms and write into the beat bars.                              
Sing the melody while students pat the rhythms; correct any rhythms if necessary.   
 
     -Sing the song one more time while students walk the beat and change direction at 
the end of every phrase (this is so that they can begin to feel the 8 beat phrase).  
Repeat with students singing the melody.   
 
4. Echo the teacher's rhythms. Write the 8 beat rhythm in the upper line of beat boxes.   
 

 
 
5. Create a response in the lower phrase by making the first measure exactly the same 
as the last measure (or first measure) of the question, finishing with a quarter note (or 
quarter note rest). Continue in this manner, removing notes 1 beat at a time until 
students are ready to improvise their own responses by imitating the first 2 beats and 
improvising an appropriate ending.   
 
6. Sing the melody of the refrain while singing the rhythm syllables.  Then sing the solfa 
of “I’m gonna dance all day.”  Transfer to xylophones.   
 



5 

7. Add a broken bordun on C and G.  Alter to the written bass xylophone part when 
students can identify the end of the phrase.  (Crossover bordun on beats 7 & 8) 
 
8. Add the glockenspiel part by snapping at the end of the phrase. Transfer to the 
appropriate notes on the glockenspiel. 
 
9. Sing the melody of Rain, Rain, Go Away.  Repeat, fingering G and E on the recorder 
and singing the note names. (Option: play on glocks)  
 
10. Transfer the improvisations from step 5 to tambourine, temple blocks or rhythm 
sticks to create a B section or introduction to the song.  Allow students to choose an 
introduction (a good possibility would be tambourine improvisations), sing and play the 
arrangement (as much as desired) and continue the bordun while 4 students take turns 
playing their improvisations.   

 If desired, assess the improvisation using the following rubric: 
Assessment Rubric: 

Rhythm   
Improvisation 

4 3 2 1 

 Student 
demonstrated 
enhanced creativity & 
musicianship in using 
required rhythms and 
phrasing, creating a 
precise ending to the 
phrase. 

Student 
demonstrated 
appropriate use of 
eighth/sixteenth 
rhythms and 
knowledge of the 8 
beat phrase.  Beat 
was steady. 

Student 
created a 
rhythm to fill 
in the 8 beat 
phrase.  Beat 
was mostly 
steady. 

Student is 
developing 
rhythmic 
accuracy. 

Performance Student performed all 
melodies and 
rhythms musically 
with exceptional 
technique. 

Student performed 
melodies and 
rhythms correctly 
with appropriate 
technique. 

Student 
performed 
some 
melodies and 
rhythms 
correctly. 

Student is 
developing 
performance 
technique. 
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