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Wondering how to make the transition from classroom singing into 
the choral realm? Here are some ideas that will have your kids 
sounding like pros in no time. 
 

Canons and rounds 
 Canons and rounds are an excellent way to help your students 
develop musical independence.  Here are three of my favorites: 
 
Alleluia 
 An excellent introduction to vowel shapes. The octave leap at 
the end is icing on the cake…..so to speak. 
 
Waterspout 
 I have tried without success to source this one and so far have 
failed. My students love love LOVE this. You can sing it in two part 
canon. Or four. Or six. Or eight. Or whatever. They will learn it 
REALLY fast. I promise. Everyone loves it. 
 
Fly fly fly – Bardos 
 A little more advanced, this one is in a minor key and has an 
entrance point that can be tricky. I tell my students to think of the 
4th “Fly” as the entrance point. Work for a nice open AH on the 
diphthong. 
 

Unison singing 
 Unison singing helps students with vowel and pitch matching, 
plus it is beautiful when done well.  
 
 
 



Where go the Boats? – Roger Sams 
 This is probably one of THE best unison pieces you can do 
with your beginning choir. It has a limited range and one that 
sounds really good for very young voices. The text is lovely. It is 
available from Music is Elementary and is part of the Crooked River 
Choral Project Series. 
 

 
Easy parts 
 Both of these pieces utilize easy parts and are cumulative in 
nature. Another layer is added after each verse. 
 
Marching Song - Roger Sams 
 Also available from Music is Elementary, “Marching Song” is 
part of the Crooked River Choral Project as well. We learned some of 
the parts today by starting with body percussion. 
 
The Bullfrog’s Song – Cyndee Giebler 
 I wrote this for my 1st- 3rd grade choir. It is available through 
JW Pepper. We learned the parts today with easy solfege. 
 

Partner songs 
 There are lots of these out there. “It’s a Small World” is a 
classic example, but now I am dating myself. 
 
Long Long Ago – arr. CBGiebler 
 Here is an octavo with Orff instrument accompaniment. It will 
work in unison and with only two instruments if that’s what your 
students can handle. Available through JW Pepper. 
 

Two part 
 True part work takes time to develop. Here is a piece that 
features canon, part work, Orff instruments and piano. We learned 
it today with the help of a solfege “treasure hunt.” 
 
 
 



Arirang – Brad Printz 
 Available through JW Pepper, this is a beautiful Korean 
folksong that everyone knows! It is very atmospheric and the effect 
on the audience is wonderful. 
  

 
 


